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EDITOR'S INTRODUCTION 


No historian of the eastern Islamic world is unfamiliar with the 
works of Vasilii Vladimirovich Bartol'd (1869-1930), or Wilhelm 
Barthold, as his name was orginally rendered in the Germano- 
Russian milieu into which he was born. His magnum opus, the 
work based on his St. Petersburg doctoral thesis, Turkestan down to 
the Mongol Invasion, appeared in English in the Gibb Memorial 
Series in 1928, and with an extra, hitherto unpublished chapter, 
again in 1968. The late Professor V. and Mrs. T. Minorsky per- 
formed a valuable service in 1958-1962 by translating as Four Studies 
on the History of Central Asia (in fact, five studies) Barthold's A Short 
History of Turkestan, History of the Semirechyé, Ulugh-Beg, Mir ‘Ali Shir, 
and A History of the Turkman People.The lectures that Barthold gave 
in Turkish at Istanbul in 1926 are available in both German and 
French versions (Zwólf Vorlesungen über die Geschichte der Türken 
Mittelasiens, 1935, and Histoire des Turcs d'Asie Centrale, 1945). A 
general work on Asian exploration and the evolution of oriental 
studies appeared in French in 1947, La découverte de l'Asie, histoire 
de l'orientalisme en Europe et en Russie. Various other lesser works 
have been translated into western languages and into Arabic, Per- 
sian, and Turkish; Barthold wrote certain of his articles in the 
language of his family background, German; and the large number 
of articles that he wrote for the first edition of the Encyclopaedia of 
Islam (many of them now updated and included in the new edition) 
are also widely available to the non-Russophone reader. But al- 
though the work of translation has gone on steadily in the half- 
century since Barthold's death, these works still represent only a 
small part of his total oeuvre, extending over some forty years; the 
Collected Works (Sochineniia) that appeared at Moscow between 1963 
and 1977 (comprising ten parts in nine volumes) amount to over 
7,000 large pages. 

The stature of the man emerges from these bare statistics and 
the recounting of titles. The lands of eastern Islam, from Iran to 
Afghanistan and Central Asia, were Barthold's particular sphere 
of interest, and above all the latter, for the Russian advance into 
Central Asia during the later nineteenth century opened up for 
Russian scholars exciting possibilities of historical and archaeolog- 
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ical investigation, whereas earlier European travelers to places like 
Khiva, Bukhara, and Samarqand had had to contend with capri- 
cious and barbaric local potentates who hardly observed the inter- 
national conventions of behavior toward accredited diplomats, let 
alone toward free-lance travelers and researchers, figures of sus- 
picion at the best of times. Barthold realized early in his scholarly 
career at the University of St. Petersburg, where he lectured from 
1896 onward, that the investigation of the history, topography, and 
antiquities of Central Asia offered a field similar to that opened 
up in the Indian subcontinent in the late eighteenth century for 
British scholars. Barthold made almost annual field trips to Central 
Asia starting in 1893, undeterred by the fact that in that first year, 
on a journey to Semirechye, he broke his leg and had to return to 
Tashkent for medical treatment. In the 1920s, he was much in 
demand by the various Soviet republics that had by 1924 emerged 
in Central Asia after the final extinguishing of nationalist and sep- 
aratist aspirations there, to write local histories and accounts of the 
different Turkish peoples of the republics. Both in the Tsarist 
period and after, Barthold was insistent that Russian officials, trad- 
ers, soldiers, and so on working in Central Asia should busy them- 
selves in their spare time with the study of the region, recognizing 
how much invaluable work had been done for our knowledge of 
Indian geography, society, and history by successive generations of 
devoted British administrators and soldiers. 

Central Asia has always been at the receiving end of religious, 
cultural, and other influences, rather than being a spontaneously 
creative region, and it is this receptiveness to an assortment of 
outside civilizations—including those of China, India, the Middle 
East—that makes the study of Central Asia and the interaction of 
these strands such a fascinating one. It does, however, make strin- 
gent demands on the scholar who would devote himself to Inner 
Asia, not least in the matter of linguistic equipment; hence the 
rarity of the multilingual Marquarts and Pelliots. Barthold's con- 
cern was more particularly Islamic Central Asia, and his skills lay 
chiefly in the sphere of the three great Islamic languages, Arabic, 
Persian, and Turkish. He was an exacting philologist, fully cog- 
nizant of the truism not always appreciated today that without 
philological expertise the would-be specialist in the Middle East, or 
for that matter, in any part of Asia, is as sounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbal. Accompanying his Turkestan when it appeared in 1898- 
1900 was a volume of texts, most of them edited for the first time 
by Barthold from manuscripts bristling with linguistic problems 
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and difficulties of interpretation; many of these texts, such as Gar- 
dizi's Zayn al-akhbär, ' Awfi's Jawami' al-hikäyät, and Isfizari’s Rawdät 
al-jannät, have since been published, but here, as in so many spheres, 
Barthold was the pioneer. 

One of those great civilizations that have profoundly affected 
Central Asia is the Iranian, for out of Iran such faiths as Zoroas- 
trianism, Manicheism, Nestorian Christianity, and most recently 
Islam have been mediated to the Asian heartland. If only because 
a knowledge of Iranian civilization was a necessary adjunct to the 
understanding of Central Asia, Barthold was bound to be attracted 
to the study of Iran, a land with which Russia had already long 
been in intimate political, military, and commercial contact. Two 
of his major works, indeed, deal with it, the one translated here, 
and Iran, a Historical Survey, and both will now be available in Eng- 
lish (a translation of the latter appeared at Bombay in about 1939). 

Barthold's basic attitude to history was, as Professor Yuri Bregel 
has pointed out in a percipient study that should be read in con- 
junction with this present Introduction,! that of nineteenth-century 
German positivist historiography, with the evolution of mankind 
viewed as a convergence of originally distinct human societies through 
the diffusion of culturally more advanced societies to the less ad- 
vanced. It was in the light of this process that he viewed such diverse 
phenomena as religion, the growth of world empires, the devel- 
opment of urban life, and the spread of international trade, and 
that he viewed with favor the missions civilisatrices of the imperial 
powers of his time, whether Britain in India and Africa or Russia 
in Central Asia, Siberia, and the Caucasus. It was, indeed, Bar- 
thold's intellectual support for the Imperial Russian mission in 
Central Asia (one whose positive achievements were appreciated 
at the time by outside observers such as Schuyler and Curzon) that 
eventually contributed to a fuller rehabilitation of his work in post- 
Stalinist Soviet Russia. For although Barthold, as a Russian patriot, 
had stayed on in Russia after the Bolshevik Revolution, he gave no 
assent to Communism and regarded Marx as an unhistorical, un- 
scientific figure whose ideas had no relevance for oriental studies; 
he had never become a nonperson in Soviet scholarship, but his 
works had been somewhat neglected or cited only selectively and 
misleadingly in some quarters, above all in the Central Asian Soviet 
Republics. 

The Historical Geography of Iran is essentially an analytical and 


! "Barthold and Modern Oriental Studies," IJMES, XII (1980), 385-403. 
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descriptive work rather than an attempt at synthesis. Barthold was 
conscious of the backwardness of oriental studies in the identifi- 
cation and evaluation of the basic sources, compared with long- 
established disciplines such as classical studies and European lit- 
erature and history. He held that the critical study of these basic 
sources was necessary before any meaningful grand syntheses could 
be made. Iran, with its successive great empires—those of the 
Achaemenids, Parthians, Säsänids, and Muslims—its diverse faiths 
and its fine literary and artistic achievements, was already much 
more sharply focussed for the scholar than was Central Asia, but 
the historical geography of Iran, apart from groundwork done by 
such scholars as Tomaschek, had been hardly explored. As it hap- 
pened, while Barthold was working on his book, two German schol- 
ars were also putting together outstanding contributions to this 
very subject, though from very different angles. Josef Marquart (a 
scholar whom Barthold felt to be to some extent a rival to himself, 
with their overlapping interests, and one whose wide-ranging spec- 
ulations, even at times lucubrations, Barthold felt were often not 
sufficiently firmly grounded in reality) in his Erdnšahr nach der Geo- 
graphie des Ps. Moses Xorenac'i (1901) gave a translation of a brief 
and jejune Armenian geographical work enriched by a commentary 
of amazing erudition; and Paul Schwarz was embarking on his Iran 
in Mittelalter (1896-1936), a patient synthesis of all the information 
available in the medieval Islamic geographers but without any at- 
tempt at interpretation. These works Barthold was able to draw 
upon substantially only for his additional notes, but his own book 
stands as a parallel, though completely independent achievement, 
and has the additional advantage of providing a successful blend 
of classical, medieval Islamic, and modern European information 
on his subject. 

For sources, Barthold accordingly drew upon the results of a 
patient sifting by earlier Iranists of the classical—above all Greek— 
sources on Iran; and then, for the earlier Islamic centuries, upon 
the corpus of ninth- and tenth-century Arabic geographical texts 
collected by M. J. de Goeje in his Bibliotheca Geographorum Arabicorum 
(1870-1894), supplemented by Yàqüt's Mu jam al-buldän. For the 
period of the Saljugs, Mongols, Timürids, and so on, he had texts 
by authors such as Nasawi, Juwayni, “Abd al-Razzaq Samarqandi, 
and Hafiz-i Abrü, in the exploitation of which Barthold was often 
a trailblazer. For the period up to the present, for which primary 
historical sources in Persian or Arabic become sparser, he utilized 
fully the many European travelers, diplomatic envoys, merchants, 
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members of religious orders, and so on who traveled within Iran, 
being thereby able, through the citation of such recent observers 
as I. N. Berezin, E. G. Browne, the Hon. G. N. Curzon, and A. V. 
Williams Jackson, to make his survey entirely up to date. It is not 
surprising that Barthold is particularly full on Khuräsän and the 
northeastern fringes of Iran, for Russian travelers and scholars had 
done much valuable spadework here for him; but the breadth of 
his treatment of other provinces such as Fars and Azerbaijan shows 
that his mastery of the source material extended to the whole of 
historic Iran, including Mesopotamia, that at various epochs has 
formed part of the empires of Iran. 

The basic sources for the medieval Islamic period have not been 
greatly enlarged since Barthold's time. Since it was only in 1922 
that A.Z.V. Togan discovered at Mashhad a manuscript of the Arab 
traveler Abu Dulaf al-Khazraji's second risala on his travels in north- 
ern and western Iran, Barthold was not able to draw upon this, 
although he was of course aware of the numerous citations from 
this work in Yàqüt; I have therefore added the relevant references 
to Minorsky's 1955 edition and translation of the risäla. Also, Bar- 
thold naturally knew of the anonymous Persian geographical work 
from the late tenth century, the Hudüd al-'àlam, acquired by Cap- 
tain A. G. Tumanskii at Bukhara in 1893, and whose text he was 
later to edit and to have published posthumously (1930). But in 
the earlier period, he was only able to quote to a limited extent 
from a photographic copy, so that ampler references to the English 
translation and monumental commentary of Minorsky (1937) have 
been added by Livshits. 

Finally, one should mention that a Persian translation of the 
Historical Geography of Iran was published at Tehran in 1930 by 
Sardädwar; it is now very hard to find,? and it may be fairly claimed 
that the present translation will for the first time make available to 
western readers one of the masterworks of a giant of oriental stud- 
ies. 


THE translation has been made by Dr. Svat Soucek from the text 
of the Istoriko-geograficheskii obzor Irana given in Vol. VII of Bar- 
thold's Sechineniia (Moscow, 1971), pp. 31-225, a volume provided 
with a lengthy Introduction (pp. 5-28) by Dr. V. A. Livshits. Bar- 
thold's original text is liberally sprinkled with quotations from Ar- 


? My colleague, Mr. Mohsen Ashtiany, tells me that it has, however, recently been 
reprinted in Iran. 
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abic, Persian, and Turkish sources given in the original Arabic 
script. These also have been translated; citations from classical Greek 
authors have been left in the original script. 

The notes are an exceedingly valuable feature of this 1971 edi- 
tion, but as translated in this present work they represent a pal- 
impsest, as it were, of different layers by different hands. Barthold's 
original notes, given with the 1903 original text, were brief and 
largely confined to the citation of oriental texts used for the work. 
But as was his custom with other major works, over the years Bar- 
thold accumulated, out of his own reading and in some instances 
his closer personal acquaintance with the actual terrain, a rich col- 
lection of further references. Facsimile examples of Barthold's notes 
are given by Livshits at pp. 22-26 of his Introduction. Livshits has 
integrated these with the notes of the original edition (leaving them, 
in many cases, in their terse, elliptical, notelike form), and in the 
present translation, these are not otherwise distinguished; anyone 
who wishes to disentangle the 1903 notes from the subsequent ones 
can easily do so from the Sochineniia text. Livshits has, however, 
vastly increased the value of the latter text by adding his own 
extensive annotation, comprising in the main relevant works that 
appeared during the years 1930-1967. In the present translation, 
these are marked off by angle brackets, thus: (. . A. The final layer 
is that of my own notes, references to works that have either ap- 
peared since 1967 or that were published earlier but were appar- 
ently not available to Livshits in the Soviet Union. Furthermore, 
references to translations of texts into western European languages, 
for example to Yule's translation of Marco Polo and to Le Strange's 
one of Clavijo's Embassy to Tamerlane, have been given where Bar- 
thold cited only Russian translations. These additions of my own 
have been placed within square brackets, thus: [. ..] when they 
represent insertions within or additions to existing notes. Where a 
few notes have been inserted at fresh points in Barthold's text, 
these are indicated by letters, thus: a, b, c, etc. In general, however, 
I have sought not to overload still further an already substantial 
weight of annotation. 

The bibliography given at the end of this book is a select one. 
Volume VII of the Sochineniia contains a bibliography of truly gar- 
gantuan dimensions (87 pages), although this also refers, it is true, 
to the other contents of the volume (Iran, a Historical Survey, some 
review articles and shorter articles, and some Encyclopaedia of Islam 
articles). The system that I have adopted within the body of the 
translation is to give the full title and bibliographical details when 
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the work in question does not appear in the bibliography. The 
naturally very numerous Russian works cited by Barthold are usu- 
ally given by short title only and without full bibliographical details. 
Sergei Shuiskii has assembled a bibliography of Russian works that 
gives the full references; this follows the main bibliography. 

For measurements and distances, Barthold wisely did not attempt 
to reduce the figures given in his sources to a common denomi- 
nator; hence one finds metric measurements side-by-side with, for 
example, English miles and the traditional Russian units. The reader 
may therefore find it useful to note that a verst is approximately 
a kilometer or 3,500 English feet in length, an arshin 28 inches in 
length, and a desiatina 2.7 acres in area. 


C. E. BOSWORTH 
December 1981 
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THE purpose of this work is to present a brief survey of the ge- 
ography of Iran, to dwell in greater detail on the sites that were at 
various historical periods the centers of life, and to determine, as 
far as possible, the degree of dependence of this life on geograph- 
ical circumstances. 

“Iran” as a geographical term denotes an elevated plateau, bor- 
dering on the north and northeast the basins of the Caspian and 
Aral seas, and on the west, south, and southeast, the basin of the 
Indian ocean. The country is one of the so-called interior, land- 
locked basins, whose characteristic peculiarities have been best de- 
scribed by F. Richthofen in his book on China.! The main differ- 
ence between these basins and the ocean-drained or peripheral 
ones is that in the former, all the products of mechanical or chemical 
decomposition (through the action of water, wind, and so on) re- 
main within the region, whereas in the latter they are carried away 
into the sea; in the former the accumulation of such deposits grad- 
ually effaces the unevenness of the soil and is instrumental in its 
leveling, whereas in the latter the deposits pile up along the coasts 
and further the formation of deltas and the raising of sea bottoms; 
the waters that pass through a country on the way to the sea erode 
the soil more and more, and the unevenness of the latter becomes 
ever more sharply pronounced. This is, then, how in closed basins 
the compartmentalization of the surface gradually diminishes, 
whereas in the peripheral ones it increases. Lack of moisture in 
landlocked basins, however, allows only a minor part of the coun- 
try’s surface to be cultivated, and this hinders a solid and lasting 
development of culture and civilization; for these reasons land- 
locked basins sharply differ from the peripheral ones not only in 
geography but also in history. 

The Iranian plateau is one of such interior basins with an ex- 
tremely dry climate.? Except in a few mountain areas, agriculture 


AE, Fr. von Richthofen, China. Ergebnisse eigener Reisen und darauf gegründeter 
Studien (Berlin, 1877), 1. Theil, 6-21.) 

* For the absence of change in the climate during the last millennium, cf. 
W. 'Tomaschek, "Zur historischen Topographie, 11," pp. 561-62; Polybius, X, 28, 
3 cited by L. S. Berg, "Ob izmeneniiakh klimata v istoricheskuiu epokhu," Zemle- 
vedenie (1911), book III, p. 80. 
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is possible here only through irrigation; for this reason all the rivers, 
except for the most important ones, are divided up into irrigation 
canals as soon as they leave the mountains. Their remaining waters 
disappear in the sands. Civilization is of necessity concentrated 
along the fringes of the mountains that cut through the plateau. 
For these same reasons, the geographical borders of Iran could not 
coincide with the political and ethnic ones. The fact that almost the 
entire interior of the country is unsuitable for sedentary civilization 
could not but force the Iranians to settle areas neighboring the 
oceanic and Aralo-Caspian basins. The easternmost branch of the 
Iranians, the Afghans, now live chiefly in the basin of the Indus, 
whereas the westernmost one, the Kurds, live in that of the Tigris. 
These were the approximate limits within which lived the historical 
Iranians,* as a result of which F. Spiegel, the author of a voluminous 
(now already somewhat dated) work on Iran, considered it possible 
to give his book the following title: Érán, das Land zwischen dem Indus 
und Tigris. 

In the ethnic sense, the term “Iranians,” as is well known, denotes 
that branch of the Aryans who are closely related to those of India. 
The oldest monuments of Indian and Iranian literatures are lin- 
guistically so similar that an attempt has even been made to recon- 
struct, in general terms, the language spoken by the proto-historical 
common ancestors of the Iranians and Indians. H. Oldenberg in 
his book Aus Indien und Iran remarks that "we can trace down to 
individual details the processes through which that language, not 
a single word of which has been preserved by history, developed 
to the southeast of the Hindu Kush into the dialect of the Vedas, 
and to the southwest of these same mountains into that of the 
Avesta."5 Of the two branches of the Asian Aryans—the Indians 
and Iranians—the Indians received their ethnic characteristics, it 
would seem, only in the country on that side of the Hindu Kush: 
there are no traces of Indians inhabiting the area to the north of 
these mountains. On the other hand, the Iranians, in the opinion 
of today's scholars, had at one time occupied a considerable portion 
of southern Russia and all of Turkestan, both western, present- 
day Russian, Turkestan and eastern Turkestan, that is, the Tarim 


* (For the present-day limits of the spread of the Iranian languages, see Oranskii, 
Vvedemie, p. 288.) | 

* In the Kitab al-Fihrist, ed. G. Flügel, I, 182, Sughd was called Iran a. AS, "Upper 
Iran"; see Ross-Gauthiot, “De l'alphabet soghdien," JA, ser. 10, vol. XVII (1911), 
532. 

> (H. Oldenberg, Aus Indien und Iran (Berlin, 1899), pp. 137-38.) 


4 


INTRODUCTION 


basin. The languages spoken in this entire area already had the 
characteristic features of the Iranian idiom, not those of the proto- 
historical Indo-Iranian tongue. Both this fact and the few historical 
data available to us—the latter partly set out in F. A. Braun's mag- 
isterial dissertation Razyskaniia v oblasti goto-slavianskikh otnoshenii 
(“Researches in the Field of Gotho-Slavic Relations"] —make us 
suppose that the movement of the Iranians, after their separation 
from the Indians, proceeded from east to west rather than vice 
versa; the Iranians migrated into present-day Persia, most proba- 
bly, also from the east," and prior to their irruption there they 
reached a certain degree of cultural development in regions in- 
cluded today within the borders of Afghanistan. Here, in the basin 
of the Ama Darya and of other rivers that flow from the high 
mountain ranges that constitute that eastern limit of the Iranian 
plateau, the conditions of irrigation are somewhat more propitious 
than in the western part of Iran, for the high snow-clad mountain 
crests give rise to vigorous rivers. The traveler Ferrier, who in the 
years 1845-1846 crossed Persia and Afghanistan, states that through 
the area from Kermanshah, the principal town of Persian Kurdis- 
tàn, to the Hari Rüd river, which represents the border of Persia 
and Afghanistan, he had to cross only brooks (ruisseaux); the Hari 
Rüd was the first river "à laquelle on puisse donner le nom de 
riviere.”® According to Ferrier again, the Hilmand is the only water 
course in the entire area from the Tigris to the Indus that deserves 
the appellation of a full-fledged river (fleuve)? 


$ F. A. Braun, Razyskanita v oblasti goto-slavianskikh otnoshenu. I. Goty i ıkh sosedi do 
V veha. Pervyi period: Goty na Visle (Saint Petersburg, 1899), pp. 77, 90, 96 (Sborntk 
ORIAS = Otdelenie russkogo tazyka 1 slovesnosti Imp. Akademii nauk, vol. XIV, no. 12). 

? (For the possible routes of the movement of Iranian tribes into the territory of 
the Iranian plateau, see R. Ghirshman, L'Iran des origines à l'Islam (Paris, 1951), pp. 
58 ff.; I. D'iakonov, Istoria Midu, pp. 124-125, 1249-50; E. A. Grantovskii, “Drev- 
neiranskoe etnicheskoe nazvanie "Parsava-Parsa," in Kratke soobshchenua Instituta 
narodov Azi AN SSSR, fasc. XXX (1961), pp. 3-19; V. I. Abaev, Skifo-evropeishte 
izoglosy na styke Vostoka 1 Zapada (Moscow, 1961), pp. 122-24; M. Mayrhofer, Die Indo- 
Arier im alten Vorderasien (mit einer analytischen Bibliographie) (Wiesbaden, 1966); 
V. M. Masson, Sredniata Aziia 1 Drevnii Vostok (Moscow and Leningrad, 1964), pp. 
395-449.) 

? Voyages, I, 269. 

? For the link between the lack of water and the absence of snow-clad mountains, 
see letter from A. D. Kalmykov. 
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Luristàn and Khüzistàn 


IMMEDIATELY west of Isfahan begins a series of parallel mountain 
chains that constitute the western limit of the Iranian plateau. The 
Arab geographers mention two roads from Hamadan to Isfahan, 
both of which passed through the town of Burüjird and which 
bifurcated ten farsakhs to the south of this town, near Karaj, which 
no longer exists;! the eastern route passed through Jurbadhgan, 
present-day Gulpäyagän.? In addition, a road from Hamadän 
southward to Khüzistàn is mentioned; it goes through Nihawand 
and Gondéshapar, which today is a ruined site to the southeast of 
Dizfül. Finally there is mention, in the fourteenth century, of a 
road from Baghdad to Isfahan through Nihawand and Burüjird.? 

The mountains to the south of Burüjird all the way to the Khu- 
zistàn coastal plain are inhabited by two seminomadic peoples of 
Aryan origin, the Lurs and the Bakhtiyàrs; in antiquity there lived 
here a non-Aryan mountain people, the Kossai (Kocooiot, Cos- 
saei).* The region of Luristän has always been divided into two 
main parts, the northwestern or Little Lur (Lur-i Küchak) and the 
southeastern or Greater Lur (Lur-i Buzurg).5 The border between 
them is considered to be the river Ab-i Diz, a tributary of the Karan, 


! For Karaj, cf. Le Strange, The Lands, p. 197: “The exact site of this Karaj is 
unknown.” Cf. the description of Karaj in Ibn Hawgal, p. 262 (and Hudüd al-'àlam, 
tr. Minorsky, pp. 132, 201). IER, art. "al-Karadj."] 

? In 1052, Näsir-i Khusraw traveled on the mountain road from Arrajän to Is- 
fahan; cf. his Safar-nàma (Tehran lithog.), pp. 245-46. (The gorge Shamshir-i Barid; 
the place Lürdaghän, forty farsakhs from Arrajän, on the border of Fars; the town 
of Khan Lanjan, the name of Sultan Toghril written on its gate; from Khan Lanjan 
to Isfahan, it is seven farsakhs.) 

* Mustawfi, Nuzhat al-qulüb, University ms. no. 171, fol. 241b [ed. Le Strange, pp. 
171-72, tr. idem, pp. 166-67]. 

4 (For the Kassites (Kossai), see M. D'iakonov, Ocherk, pp. 39-40, 357; I. D'iakonov, 
Istoriia Midi, pp. 120-22, 125-30; idem, “Narody,” pp. 23-26; K. Balkan, Die Sprache 
der Kassiten (Kassitenstudien, I) (New Haven, 1954).)) 

5 According to Istakhri, p. 197, the distance from Gond&shäpür to al-Lür was 
four farsakhs, then thirty farsakhs to Shabir Khäst (no trace of a town or settlement), 
twenty-two farsakhs from the latter to Nihawand, which lies fourteen farsakhs from 
Hamadän. (For the town of Shapiirkh(w)ast, see Le Strange, The Lands, pp. 201 
ff.; Hudüd at alem, tr. Minorsky, p. 383.)) 
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according to Curzon,® or the snow-covered ridge of Küh-i Garru, 
according to Tumanskii;? at the foot of the latter is situated Bu- 
rüjird. Little Lur is in turn divided by the principal ridge of the 
Küh-i Kabir into Pish Küh and Pusht-i Küh. From the twelfth to 
the sixteenth century there ruled in Luristän a separate dynasty of 
atabeks,? under which originated, it would seem, the town of Khur- 
ramabad, which is now the administrative center of Luristán. Bu- 
rüjird is the market town where in time of peace the Lurs sell the 
products of their herds and buy other necessities. According to 
Tumanskii, "the Lurs and Bakhtiyàrs represent all degrees of sed- 
entarization, from those who are wholly settled and are fully ac- 
cultured to Islamic Persian civilization all the way to the vagrants 
who even lack the rudiments of organized nomadic life."? Sedentary 
Lurs live mostly in the northern districts around Hamadan, Bu- 
rüjird, and Nihawand. The nomadic ones are divided into a num- 
ber of tribes (keytül) that have their own chieftains (tüshmäl or qd id). 
The inhabitants of the Pusht-i Küh, the so-called Fayli Lurs, are 
the ones who have best retained the original characteristics of their 
tribe. Their principal leader has the Arabic title of wali as well as 
the military one of amir-i tümän, disposes of considerable forces, 
and is in fact almost independent of the Persian government, for 
he does not even pay any taxes; his homeland is shielded from the 
east by impassable mountains that are considered to be the highest 
in Persia. 
The question of the origin of the Lurs and Bakhtiyärs is still 
uncertain. Their language, judging by the available evidence, is 
closer to Kurdish than to any other idiom;!! in their physical ap- 


® Persia, 11, 273. ` 

7 Ot Kaspuskogo moria, p. 38. 

* Lane-Poole, The Mohammadan Dynasties, pp. 174-75. 

? Ot Kaspiskogo moria, p. 40. 

10 Tashmal or tüshimäl as a court function; tüshmäl bashi, see Iskandar Munshi, ms., 
fol. 325b [ed. Tehran, II, 999; tr. Savory, II, 1223]. A type of Lur settlement and 
an example of their tents is in H, Grothe's album Geographische Charakterbilder aus 
der Asiatischen Türkei und dem südlichen Mesopotamisch-Iranıschen Randgebirge (Puscht- 
1 Küh) (Leipzig, 1909); bd, no. 168 (pl. XCVI) includes a settlement type of Elam. 

u (For the Lurs and the Bakhtiyärs, see Minorsky, EI, art. “Lur”; Narody Perednei 
Az, pp. 261-76, 558; Trubetskoi, Bakhtiary; for the dialects of these two peoples, 
see the bibliography in Oranskii, Vvedenie, p. 444.)) [Pace what was said over eighty 
years ago in the GIPh on the close affinities of Luri with Kurdish, it is clear that 
. the Luri dialects (made up, according to Morgenstierne, HOr, 1/4, Iranistik, 1. Lin- 
guishk, p. 175, of Bakhtiyari, Fayll, Mamassani, and Kühgilüf) are quite distinct from 
Kurdish and are connected rather with the southwestern Iranian languages such 
as New Persian and the dialects of Fars. See D.L.R. Lorimer, “The Popular Verse 
of the Bakhtiari of S.W. Persia," BSOAS, XVI (1954), 542-55; XVII (1955), 92-110; 
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pearance, the Lurs, according to Tumanskii, have retained the traits 
of the Aryan type with greater purity than have the Persians.!? As 
with all nomads, the situation of women is better among them than 
among the sedentary Muslims; even among sedentary Lurs, women 
do not veil their faces. Zhukovskii, who, during his sojourn in 
Persia, collected lullabies among other things, and then published 
an article about them, points out the sharp difference between the 
songs of the Persians and those of the Bakhtiyàrs, as well as the 
difference between the attitudes of the two peoples toward their 
songs. Whereas the Persians discussed their poems most reluctantly, 
the Bakhtiyärs took unequivocal pride in them, and made no dis- ` 
tinction between the songs of men and women, because a Bakhtiyäri 
wife is a faithful and devoted companion and an assiduous help- 
mate of her husband. “We,” the Bakhtiyars say, "are an agitated 
sea, and there is no end to our songs: if all the songs alive today, 
those that have come down to us from our ancestors, and those 
that keep being reborn in the mouths of the people, were collected, 
they would not be contained in one, or even in two Shäh-nämas of 
an Abu "I-Qàsim Firdawsi!"!3 

The Bakhtiyärs constitute the population of the Greater Lur and 
occupy a country that is delimited on the north by a road from 
Burüjird to Isfahan, on the south by that from Dizfül to Ram 
Hurmuz. In their way of life and language they closely resemble 
the Lurs, although they consider themselves more civilized and 
peace-loving; a considerable number of them have become seden- 
tarized. They are divided into two main branches, the Chahärleng 
and the Haftleng, and in the administrative sense into those per- 
taining to Burüjird and those pertaining to Isfahàn, although they 
are governed by their own khans. The official heads of the nation, 
the ilkhani and the ilbegi, do not have much influence, according 
to Tumanskii, although the ilbegi's is somewhat greater.!* The il- 
khani 's duty, according to Zhukovskii, consists in the delivery of taxes 
to the Persian government, which represents the limit of the Bakh- 
tiyars’ dependence on Tehran. Greater Luristän also had its own 


XXVI (1963), 55-68; J. M. Unvala, Contribution to Modern Persian Dialectology, the 
Luri and Dizfuli Dialects (Calcutta, 1959), reprinted from Indo-Iranıca, XI-XII (Cat 
cutta, 1958-1959).] 

12 Ot Kaspiiskogo moria, p. 42. 

18 Zhukovskii, Kolybel’nye pesni, p. 97. 

4 Ot Kaspiiskogo mona, p. 45. 

15 Kolybel'nye pesni, p. 95. [The Bakhtiyäri khans played a leading role in Iranian 
politics during the Constitutional period and its aftermath, and reached a peak of 
power in 1912 (see G. R. Garthwaite, "The Bakhtiyári Khans, the Government of 
Iran, and the British, 1846-1915," ZJMES, III (1972), 24-44; Lambton, ER, art. 
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local dynasty of atabeks; from the twelfth to the fifteenth centuries 
it was governed by the dynasty of the Hazàraspids;!? their capital 
was Idhaj, the present-day village of Màl Amir," which has exten- 
sive ruins of mostly Säsänid date.!® Here, archaeologists believe, 
was the chief town of the early inhabitants of these mountains, the 
Kossai. For the winter, the nomads usually descend from the moun- 
tains to the plains of 'Arabistan, the ancient Susiana. 

In the geographical sense, Susiana or Khüzistän wholly belongs 
to the Persian Gulf basin; the principal river of the region, the 
Karan, flows into the Shatt al-'Arab, but there are indications that 
even within historical times the Euphrates, the Tigris, as well as 
the rivers of Susiana each had its own estuary in the Gulf. The 
Semitic name of Susiana, Elam, appears in the Bible; the ruins and 
inscriptions of the area show that the region had reached a signif- 
icant cultural level long before the arrival of the Aryans. The lan- 
guage of the population had in antiquity been as different from 
the Semitic tongues as from the Indo-European ones.!? A variant 
of this same language is one of the three that constitute the Achae- 
menid inscriptions, namely, the one that used to be considered as 
Median.?° H. Winkler tries to prove that the language in question 





"ac, There was much unrest in Luristän and the Bakhtiyári country during the 
First and Second World Wars, fanned by attempts of the Pahlavi shàhs after 1925 
to sedentarize and disarm the tribes.] 

16 For the Hazäraspids see Lane-Poole, The Mohammadan Dynastws, pp. 174-75. 
(See also Minorsky, EI, art. "Lur-i Buzurg.”)) 

" The name Mal Amir appears as early as Ibn Battüta's account (cf, Le Strange, 
The Lands, p. 245). Yaqut, Mu‘am, I, 416, mentions a bridge above a deep dry wadi 
(in Le Strange, The Lands, p. 245 there is mention of a "great stone bridge over the 
Dujayl") and of an ancient fire temple where a fire cult had been practiced down 
to the time of Härün al-Rashid. The dry bed, which filled with water only in flood- 
time, is discussed in detail by Yaqut, Mujam, IV, 181 ff. [Aba Dulaf, Travels m Iran, 
tr. Minorsky, pp. 60, 64-65, ##63, 72, comm. pp. 107-108, 116-18, was utilized by 
Yägüt here jj 

18 (For the pre-Islamic monuments of Mal Amir, see the survey and bibliography 
in Vanden Berghe, Archéologie de l'Iran ancien, pp. 60-63, 161-62. For the history of 
Idhaj or Mal Amir, see Minorsky, ET, art. “Luristän.” ) [Bosworth, EP, art. "idhadj"; 
Matheson, Persia, an Archaeological Guide, pp. 161-63.] 

19 Istakhri, p. 91, concerning the language of the inhabitants of Khüzistàn in the 
tenth century: "and as for their language: they speak Persian and Arabic, but they 
also have another tongue, Khüzi, which is neither Hebrew nor Syriac nor Persian." 
Strabo concerning the Syriac language (Forbiger, Handbuch, 11, 582). For the in- 
habitants of Khüzistán and their travels abroad for the sake of jam‘ al-mäl, see 
Yägüt, Mujam, I, 412, with a reference to Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Hamadhini, 
that is, Ibn al-Fagih (the passage is absent in de Goeje's edition, BGA, V, 51). For 
the language of Khüzistän, see also Yaqut, Mu jam, HI, 925 line 17, and Khwarazmi, 
Mafätih al-'ulüm, ed. C. van Vloten (Leiden, 1895), p. 117. 

20 (Most of the monuments in the Elamite language known today are from Susa. 
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here is that of Anzan, a region whose king was, as we know from 
Babylonian inscriptions, Cyrus.?! Anzan, in Winkler's opinion, is 
not identical with Susiana, as had once been assumed; in Assyrian 
inscriptions Anzan is mentioned separately from Elam, and Wink- 
ler places this region in Persian Kurdistàn near the mountain of 
Bisutün. From there were launched the invasions into the northern 
part of Babylonia.?? 

The terms Khüzistän and ‘Arabistän, according to Curzon, are 
practically synonymous, but the former is now almost entirely ob- 
solete.?? As early as the time of the tenth-century geographers, 
Khüzistàn, like 'Arabistàn today, was understood to be primarily 
the alluvial plain of the lower courses of the rivers that flow into 
the sea; Idhaj and the nearby mountain chains were the only dif- 
ferent type of terrain also included.?* The country, protected from 
the north by mountains, was noted for its warm climate; according 
to some geographers, it did not snow in any part of Khüzistän;? 





The oldest records written in Elamite, in a pictographic script still not fully deci- 
phered, go back to the period around 3,000 p.c. In the middle of the third millen- 
nium, the Elamites adopted the Assyrian cuneiform script, adapting it to their own 
language (the oldest Elamite cuneiform document is dated to 2,250 ».c.). Ancient 
Elamite inscriptions from the third millennium have also been found in localities 
to the east of Susa, such as the districts of present-day Bandar Büshir (ancient Lian) 
and Tepe Sialk near Kashan. After the incorporation of Elam in the sixth century 
B.c. into the Achaemenid empire, the Elamite language ("neo-Elarnite") and the 
Elamite written culture continued to retain their importance; this is demonstrated 
by the Elamite versions in the Achaemenid inscriptions and the archive of Elamite 
documents discovered in Persepolis. See I. D'iakonov, "Narody," pp. 18-23; 
G. Husing, Die Sprache Elams (Breslau, 1928); G. C. Cameron, History of Early Iran ` 
(Chicago, 1936); idem, Persepolis Treasury Tablets (Chicago, 1948); H. H. Paper, The 
Phonology and Morphology of Royal Achaemenid Elamite (Ann Arbor, 1955).)) JW. Hinz, 
Das Reich Elam (Stuttgart, 1964).] 

21 Untersuchungen zur altonentalischen Geschichte (Leipzig, 1889), p. 114. 

22 (The exact area denoted by Anzan (or Anchan, also Ansan, Anshan) continues 
to be uncertain. In late Babylonian official usage, Anzan seems to have denoted a 
region in eastern Elam or western Persis (present-day Fars). Cf. I. D'iakonov, Istorna 
Mulu, pp. 294, 349-50; Dandamaev, Iran, pp. 102-104.) [The conclusion of the 
Russian editor is substantially supported by the independently reached conclusions 
of J. Hansman in his detailed and convincing study "Elamites, Achaemenians and 
Anshan,” Iran, JBIPS, X (1972), 101-25, that Anshan comprised grosso modo the 
western part of the modern province of Fárs and that the city of Anshan, capital 
of an Elamite dynasty, is probably to be identified with Maliyün on the Bayda’ 
plain, demonstrably, through archaeological excavations, a significant site.] 

23 Persia, II, 320. 

24 [stakhri, pp. 89-90. 

?5 Ihid., pp. 90-91. 
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Magdisi excepts from this Idhaj, and adds that snow was exported 
from there to other towns of Khiizistan.?6 Everywhere there were 
palm trees, and sugar cane was grown. According to Maqdisi again, 
all sugar consumed in Persia, Iraq, and the Yemen was exported 
from Khüzistàn.? 

As for the rivers of Susiana, the Karkha, ancient Choaspes, is 
the westernmost one; on its banks are the ruins of Aywan-i Karkha, 
apparently of pre-Islamic origin, although the town of Karkha is 
still mentioned at the end of the tenth century by Magdisi as a 
minor settlement with a market.?? On the lower course of this river, 
along the banks of the old riverbed, was the town of Huwayza, now 
in ruins but still frequently mentioned on Safawid coins; even in 
recent times it was the chief town of the Arab shaykh who governed 
the region with the title of wali of “Arabistan, and was only nom- 
inally a subject of the Persian government.?? 

Between the Karkha and the next large river, the Áb-i Diz, flows 
a tributary of the latter, the Äb-i Shawr.?? On the banks of this 
river are the ruins of ancient Susa, which Loftus and Williams began 
to excavate in the middle of the nineteenth century. The excava- 
tions were continued in the 1880s by Dieulafoy and in the 1890s 
by two expeditions of de Morgan; archaeological exploration of 
the site continues today.?! As is well known, Susa was considered 


26 Maqdisi, p. 414. 

27 Ibid., p. 416. [It is probable that the cultivation of sugar cane was introduced 
into Ahwaz from India around the time of the Arab conquest; see E. Wiedemann, 
“Beitrage zur Geschichte der Naturwissenschaften. LII. Über den Zucker bei den 
Muslimen,” in Aufsatze zur arabischen. Wissenschaftsgeschichte, ed. W. Fischer (Hilde- 
sheim, 1970), II, 304-13; and “Nachtrage,” pp. 408-14; J. Ruska, EP, art. "Sukkar."] 

28 Maqdisi, p. 414. (For excavations of the palace-type structure of the Säsänid 
period in Aywän-i Karkha, see M. D'iakonov, Ocherk, p. 333.)) [P. Schwarz and 
A. Miquel, EP, art. "Karkha."] 

29 Huwayza, the date of its foundation and character of the town according to 
Yàqüt, Mu jam, II, 371-72 (from a risala by Abu 'l-Wafa-zad b. Khüdkäm, etc.): the 
phrase “their nobility are (like) common people [elsewhere], and their common 
people are [like] the scum [elsewhere]” (Mu am, II, 372 line 11), time of the caliph 
al-Ta'i' (974-991). [J. Lassner, EF, art. "Hawiza." The wulät of 'Arabistan referred 
to here are from the local dynasty of the Musha'sha‘is (“radiant, ecstatic ones,” 
apparently from their extremist, illuminationist Shr'i origin in the fifteenth century), 
who persisted up to the early twentieth century, when their authority was subsumed 
into that of the Ka'bi Shaykh Khaz'al of Muhammara (Khurramshahr), the latter 
to be himself deposed in 1925. See Minorsky, EI Suppl., art. "Musha'sha'a."] 

30 Curzon, Persia, 1, 309, takes this name for an abbreviation of the name Shäpür. 

31 Susa, according to Justi, Geschichte Irans: three and a half English miles in 
circumference; three large hills; in the center a depression, on the western hill the 
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to be the principal city of Persia and the center of brilliance and 
might of the Persian kings in the Achaemenid period. Already 
under the Sasanids, however, the town seems to have ceded its 
primacy to other towns of Khüzistän; at the time of the Arab con- 
quest, it was destroyed by the armies of “Umar, but was later rebuilt 
and is mentioned by the tenth-century geographers as al-Sis, al- 
though at this time only its suburb, the rabad, was inhabited.?? Near 
the town, on the bottom of the river, the Arabs thought, was the 
tomb of the prophet Daniel; opposite this place, on the bank, was 
a beautiful mosque.* At present Daniel's tomb is shown in a build- 
ing on the bank of the river somewhat further downstream from 
the main ruins. 

On the bank of the Ab-i Diz, at the border of the Bakhtiyäri 
region is the town of Dizfül, named after the magnificent bridge 





citadel, on the eastern hill lesser ruins, toward the north the palace of Darius. The 
area of the palace: 100 x 80 meters. Sasanid and Parthian antiquities in the upper 
layers. Data in Ménant, Les Achémenides, pp. 136 ff.; a plan; 120 or 200 stadia (21 
or 35 versts), no wall, the fortress is mentioned by Herodotus and Strabo (cf. Tabari, 
tr. Nóldeke, p. 58, about the rebuilding of the city by Shäpür II in the fourth 
century). Strabo's remarks on the ransom taken from Persian kings on their way 
from Susa to Persepolis (Forbiger, Handbuch, 11, 583). According to J. de Morgan, 
Mission scientifique en Perse. IV. Recherches archéologiques (Paris, 1902), pp. 34-35), in 
the royal city of Susa the Achaemenid antiquiues go very deep, and the Elamite 
ones even deeper (the trenches were five to six meters, in one place fifteen meters 
deep); in the acropolis, on the other hand, Elamite objects were found two meters 
beneath the surface under very thin layers of the Arabic, Säsänid, Parthian, Seleu- 
cian, and Achaemenid periods. (For excavations in Susa one can now consult the 
bibliography in M. D'iakonov, Ocherk, pp. 8, 11, 107-109, 339, 343; S. Casson, 
“Achaemenid Architecture. The Aesthetic Character," in Survey of Persian Art, 1, 
330-35; R. de Mecquenem, "The Early Cultures of Susa," ibid., I, 134-50; idem, 
“Achaemenid architecture. The Achaemenid and Later Remains at Susa," :bid., I, 
321-29; Vanden Berghe, Archéologw de l'Iran ancien, pp. 71-80, 83-86, 165-75; 
Ghirshman, Perse; R. Góbl, G. Le Rider, G. C. Miles, and J. Walker, Mission de 
Susiane. Numismatique sustenne, monnaies trouvées à Suse de 1946 à 1956 (Paris, 1960); 
Habib Allah Samadi, Wiräna-hä-yı Shüsh (Tehran, 1333/1954), For Parthian and 
Sásánid monuments in Susiana, see M. D'iakonov, Ocherk; Koshelenko, Kul'tura 
Parfit; Vanden Berghe, Archéologie de l'Iran ancien, pp. 81-82, 174-75; Ghirshman, 
Iran. Parthes et Sassanides.)) [Lockhart, Persian Cities, pp. 132-41; Matheson, Persia, 
an Archaeological Guide, pp. 145-51.] 

32 Maqdisi, p. 407. 

33 Ibid, pp. 407-408. 

st Mentioned as early as Mustawfi, Nuzhat al-qulüb, University ms. no. 171, fol. 
221a fed. Le Strange, p. 112, tr. «dem, p. 109]: "On the western side of the town." 
Daniel's body was found at the Arab conquest of the city; some people considered 
it to be the body of Darius, and the Persians also attributed it to Kay Khusraw 
(Marquart, Eranšahr, p. 145). 
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of Säsänid construction. The lower [older] part of the bridge is 
made from stone, the upper part from brick. The building of the 
bridge is attributed to Shäpür II (309-379); a detailed description 
of the bridge is given by Sharaf al-Din Yazdi, the fourteenth-cen- 
tury historian of Timür, who passed through this place in 1393.35 
According to certain reports, the same Shäpür, but according to 
other more convincing ones Shäpür I (241-272), is given credit for 
the foundation of the city of Gondéshàpür, whose ruins lie to the 
southeast of Dizfül?9 According to Persian historians, Shäpür I 
resettled here the prisoners whom he took at the conquest of An- 
tioch in Syria; the new city received the Syriac name of Bét-Lapat, 
from which the Persians formed the word Beläbäd and told a leg- 
end about the participation of a certain old man named Bela in 
the foundation of the city. The meaning of the Syriac word lapat 
is uncertain; bët, of course, means "house, dwelling."?? The name 
of Gondéshapir is interpreted by the Persians as derived from bih 
az Andaw-i Shapir ("better than the Antioch of Shapur”), Nöldeke 
rejects this etymology, and proposes that in the Säsänid period the 
city was at first called Wandaw Shäpür;?® Marquart proposes the 
form Wandi Shàpür?? and believes it to be an abbreviation of the 
name Weh Antiyok-i Shahpuhr, that is, "(new), better Antioch of 
Shapiir." The Arabs always write Jundaysäbür, the diphthong ay 
representing here the Persian long 2;*! the presence of this sound, 
and not of the ydy-i idäfat, as well as some other linguistic features, 
made Nöldeke reject the etymology of Jund-i Shäpür, that is, “army” 

r "camp of Shäpür,” which at first sight might seem obvious. 


*5 Sharaf al-Din Yazdi, I, 589-90. 

38 A map of the Karun valley is in Sykes, Ten Thousand Miles, p. 240. The unnamed 
ruins are on the site of Gondéshapar ("At the present day an almost uninhabited 
ruin alone marks the site”: Le Strange, The Lands, p. 238). 

37 (For Bet-Lapat, cf. Honigmann and Maricq, Recherches sur les Res Gestae Divi 
Saporss, p. 45.)) 

ss Tabari, tr. Nóldeke, p. 42. Cf. also Huart, ET, art. "Djundai-Sabür," with a 
reference to Yàgüt, Mu jam, II, 130; [Huart and A. Sayili, EP, art. “Gondeshäpür.”] 

*9 Erdnšahr, p. 145. 

40 (This etymology is accepted by some scholars even today; see for example Frye, 
Heritage, p. 204; cf. Markwart, A Catalogue, p. 98; Hudid al-'dlam, tr. Minorsky, pp. 
381-82; Honigmann and Maricq, Recherchers sur les Res Gestae Divi Saporis, p. 46 n. 
3. In Shäpür I’s inscription on the "Ka'ba of Zoroaster,” the name is presented in 
the Middle Persian form why 'ndywk shpwhry, and in the Parthian form why ‘ntywk 
Shypwhr; the Greek rendering, which is closest to the real pronunciation of the middle 
of the third century A.n., has in this inscription the form Tove 'Avttoy Zafoo.)) 

*! Cf. Tabari, III, 852: "Gondéshápür: it is on the border between Ahwáz and 
Jabal.” 
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Under the Säsänids, Gondéshapir was the principal city of Khü- 
zistan; the Nestorians had here the seat of their metropolitan as 
well as their principal medical school. In the ninth century, Ya'qüb 
b. Layth, who had subjugated almost the whole of Persia, chose 
Gondäshäpür as his capital; he died and was buried here. Maqdisi 
says that Gondéshapür had suffered a great deal from incursions 
by the “Kurds,” that is, Aryan nomads, but the city was even in his 
time noted for the fertility of its environs; all sugar consumed in 
Khurasan and Jibal, the latter meaning the mountainous region to 
the north of Khüzistän, was exported from here.*? The ruins are 
today called Shähäbäd. Gondéshàpür eventually yielded its place 
to Dizfül, which was still in the nineteenth century the administra- 
tive center of Khüzistàn, and has even today 16,000 inhabitants, 
that is, twice as many as Shushtar."? 

The Ab-i Diz flows into the Karan, the main river of Khüzistàn, 
on whose banks are situated both the city that used to be the region's 
capital at the time of the tenth-century geographers, Ahwaz, and 
the present-day regional center of Khüzistän, Shushtar, called Tus- 
tar in Arabic.** Shushtar stands on a cliff; as in Dizfül, houses here 
are built in two levels, one stone and one brick. Shushtar has re- 
tained some of its industrial importance; even today silk and cotton 
textiles are manufactured here, and in the tenth century, the bro- 
cade cover for the Ka'ba [the kiswa] was woven in Shushtar.* Its 
population today does not exceed, according to Curzon, 8,000.45 


#2 Maqdisi, p. 408. 

43 As late an author as Mustawfi, Nuzhat al-qulüb, University ms. no. 171, fol. 220b 
Jed. Le Strange, pp. 110-11, tr. zdem, p. 109], mentions both Dizfül and Gondéshápür 
as medium-sized towns. Cf. Streck, El’, art. “Dizfül,” and Lockhart, EP, art. “Dizfül.” 
The name, as Streck points out, appears for the first time in Yägüt, Mu jam, I, 372 
and IV, 111; prior to that the town was called Qantara with the addition, in the 
construct state, of Andämish (Mu‘jam, 1, 372), properly And al-Misk, whereas in 
Mujam, IV, 111, it is listed under the name Qasr Rawnäsh. (For Gond&shäpür 
and Dizfül, see also Le Strange, The Lands, pp. 238-39; Hudüd al-'alam, tr. Minorsky, 
p. 381; for their pre-Islamic monuments, see Vanden Berghe, Archéologie de l'Iran 
ancien, pp. 66, 164.)) [Lockhart, Persian Cities, pp. 152-56; A, A. Siassi, "L'Université 
de Gond-i Shäpür et l'étendue de son rayonnement," Mélanges d'orientalisme offerts 
à Henn Massé (Tehran, 1342/1963), pp. 366-94.] 

44 For Tustar, see Yáqüt, Mu jam, I, 847: "Today, the largest town in Khüzistän”; 
the same source for the quarter al-Tustariyyün in Baghdad; Hurmuzan in Tustar 
(Baladhuri, p. 380; Tabari, I, 2,555; a different version also in Tabari, I, 2,538. 

45 Istakhri, p. 92. 

48 For Shushtar, see V. F. Minorskii, “Turetsko-persidskoe razgranichenie," Izves- 
tia Imp. Russkogo geograficheskogo obshchestva, LII, part 5 (1916), 364; the city was 
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The river Kärün here turns westward; a little further downstream 
from the city is the famous dam with a bridge over it that stands 
on forty-one arches; the whole complex was built as early as the 
third century by Shàpür I, and has since then been restored several 
times. According to tradition it was built by Roman prisoners of 
war, the emperor Valerian among them; for this reason, the dam 
and the bridge were called Band-i Qaysar and Pul-i Qaysar.*$ The 
tenth-century geographers used for the dam the Persian term 
shädhurwän.*? The purpose of this and other similar constructions 
on the river was to raise the level of the water so as to make it 
possible to irrigate the fields that lay higher up; in addition the 
river, with its dams, brought in motion then, as now, a number of 
water mills. 

According to Curzon, the dam of Valerian is called Band-i Mi- 
zan, the name Band-i Qaysar being applied to another dam built 





made of stone. The anarchy of recent years has been due to the antagonism of the 
Ni'mati and Haydari parties, which started as religious differences but have now 
acquired the character of political feuds: the Ni matis support the Bakhtiyäris and 
the Constitution, whereas the Haydaris side with the Arabs and defend the principle 
of monarchic rule. (For the history of the city, see also Radi "Din Sayyid ‘Abd 
Allah Jaza'iri “Faqir,” Ta’rikh-1 Shushtar (Calcutta, 1343/1924).)) (Lockhart, Persian 
Cities, pp. 142-51. The population in ca. 1950 was 22,416 (Farhang, VI, 239-40).] 

47 (The victory over Valerian is commemorated on the Säsänid reliefs of Nakhsh-i 
Rustam, Bishäpür, and Däräbjird; see Vanden Berghe, Archeologıe de l'Iran ancien, 
plates 29d, 64b,e, 77b. The event of Valerian being taken prisoner in the battle of 
Edessa is also mentioned in Shäpür Ts inscription on the "Ka'ba of Zoroaster” near 
Persepolis. According to this inscription (Parthian version, line 16), the Romans 
taken prisoner were settled in various parts of the Säsänid empire, Khüzistän among 
them; this indirectly confirms the reports in Arabic chronicles about the participation 
of Romans in the construction of irrigation works in the valleys of the Karin, 
Karkha, and Ab-i Diz. Aside from the dam of Shushtar, some 550 meters long, the 
prisoners also built, it would seem, the bridge near Dizfül on the Ab-i Diz, which 
was about 400 meters long, as well as the bridge of Päy-i Pul on the Karkha. In all 
these works, the remnants of which still exist, cement was an ingredient in the 
masonry, a technique otherwise unknown in third-century Iran (cf. Vanden Berghe, 
Archéologie de l'Iran ancien, p. 66).)) [Matheson, Persia, an Archaeological Guide, p. 158; 
Herrmann, The Iranian Revival, pp. 92-93, 97-98, 104.] 

48 Shushtar and Valerian's dam are illustrated in Sykes, Ten Thousand Miles, pp. 
252, 254. [Streck and Lassner, EP, art. “Kärün.”] 

19 Istakhri, p. 89. [Ahwaz was the classic region for these hydraulic constructions; 
Abü Dulaf mentions them more than once in the account of his journeys through 
Ahwaz; see his Travels in Iran, tr. 61, 63, 44665, 70. The word shädhurwän has a 
variety of meanings; see E. Benveniste, "Le sens du mot persan shadurvan,” Mélanges 
... Henri Masse, pp. 31-37, and Bosworth, “Abū ‘Abdallah al-Khwärazmi on the 
Technical Terms of the Secretary's Art," JESHO, XII (1969), 154-55.] 
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somewhat further upstream from the city for the benefit of the 
canal Ab-i Gargar.5? This dam too was repaired several times; the 
present-day stone structure was built in the nineteenth century. 
Finally, the island formed by the river and the Ab-i Gargar is also 
irrigated by the Minaw canal; according to Curzon, this word is a 
contraction of miyan-db. In his description, Rawlinson calls it Ab-i 
Miyändäb, that is, äb-i miyan du db."! Several dams and the bridge 
Pul-i Lashkar are on this canal. In the works of the Arab geogra- 
phers, the Ab-i Gargar canal is called Mashrugan; it would seem 
that at that time it extended somewhat further south, namely, to 
the city of Ahwaz. One march from Shushtar, at a point where the 
road from Fars that passed through Ram Hurmuz reached the 
canal, was the town of ‘Askar Mukram, thus called after one of 
Hajjàj's military commanders whose camp was there. According to 
Hamd Allah Mustawfi Qazwini, as early as Säsänid times, there 
used to be a city called Bun Shäpür here.>? There was on the canal 
a floating bridge built with eighteen boats. The distance from here 
to Ahwaz was eight farsakhs; six farsakhs, according to Istakhri, 
who had personally performed this journey, were covered by boat 
on the canal? and the rest was done on horseback along the dry 
bed of the canal. The ruins of 'Askar Mukram lie, it is assumed, 
near the dam Band-i Qir, which is also built from stone;** near this 
dam is the present-day confluence of the Ab-i Diz and Ab-i Gargar 
with the Kàrün. No trace is left of the canal mentioned by Istakhri, 
according to Curzon.55 

Ahwaz is today a minor town on the left bank of the river; its 
inhabitants are of Arab descent, and their number does not exceed 
seven hundred ? In the tenth century, this was the most important 


50 Persia, 11, 372-74. 

ši Ibid., 11, 376. 

52 Nuzhat al-qulüb, University ms. no. 171, fol. 221a [ed. Le Strange, p. 112, tr. 
idem, p. 110]. 

55 Mustawfi, pp. 89-90. 

54 The so-called ruins of the Kayänids are mentioned in Sykes, Ten Thousand Miles, 
p. 251, with a reference to A. H. Layard, Early Adventures tn Persia, Susiana, and 
Babylonia (London, 1887), II, 28. See the map in Le Strange, The Lands, p. 25. (For 
Säsänid monuments in this district, see Vanden Berghe, Archéologie de l'Iran ancien, 
pp. 66, 239.) [Streck-Lockhart, EP, “Askar Mukram,” Band-i Qir = "dam sealed 
with bitumen." See also Ibn al-Fagih, Akhbar al-buldän, pp. 200-207, tr. pp. 77-86.] 

55 Persia, 11, 358. 

* The building of the Persian Gulf-Tehran railway, which passes through the 
town, but above all, the oil industry, which has brought a petrochemical installation 
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city of Khüzistän, straddling both banks of the dry bed of the 
Mashrugän. The main part of the city with the markets lay on the 
left, eastern bank; the part that lay on the other bank was, so to 
speak, on an island between the canal and the main course, with 
which it was contiguous on the west. The two parts of the city were 
connected by a brick bridge, the Qantarat Hinduwän; in the tenth 
century, “Adud al-Dawla demolished this bridge and built a new 
one, but the inhabitants continued to use the same name for it. 
Considerable commerce converged upon the city, both by land and 
on water; boats bound for Basra departed from bere Sp Ahwaz was 
at first called Süq al-Ahwäz, a name found in certain geographical 
texts but especially on coins." Ahwaz is the Arabic plural of the 
name of a nation that in classical works is called OtE&iot, Uxii.5 
The large number of settlements with markets in this part of Khü- 
zistän was a result of the growth of its trade; each had a market 
day once a week, and the names of the respective days, added to 
the word stig, became the specific names of these settlements. The 
most celebrated one was Sig al-Arba'à', recorded even today on 
some maps; according to the tenth-century geographers, it was 
situated halfway between Ahwaz and the settlement Hien Mahdi 
near the coastal strip where the waters of Khüzistàn flow into the 
sea.59 

At present the Kärün, as is well known, flows into the Shatt al- 
"Arab, the combined lower course of the Tigris and Euphrates. 
Information gleaned from classical authors suggests that in Alex- 
ander the Great's time the Tigris, the Choaspes (that is, the Ab-i 
Karkha),9? the Pasitigris (that is, the Karün), and perhaps even the 
Euphrates flowed into a vast common estuary separated from the 
sea by a breakwater. The estuary was gradually silted up, at which 





to the town, have transformed Ahwaz; it had a population in about 1950 of ap- 
proximately 82,000 (Farhang, VI, 30-31); in 1976, of 329,006 (Le monde iranıen et 
Pislam, IV [1976-1977], 242). 

` 56 Maqdisi, pp. 411-12. 

57 The original name was Hurmuz shahr: Yáqüt, Mu jam, 1, 410. Article by Streck 
in El’, “al-Ahwäz,” where the name Hurmuz Ardashir is mentioned. [See also 
Lockhart, Persian Cities, pp. 157-64; idem, EP, art. “al-Ahwaz"; Abū Dulaf, Travels 
in Iran, tr. Minorsky, pp. 61-62, #65.] 

58 C. F. Andreas, "Aginis," in PW, I, cols. 810-816. 

*? Maqdisi, p. 419. 

9 It is possible that the Choaspes corresponds to the Àb-i Shawr, and the “Evkalos 
(Ulai) to the Ab-i Karkha (de Morgane opinion in Misston. scientifique. III. Etudes 


géologiques, p. 216). 
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point the present-day delta was formed.°! In the Arab period the 
Karün still had its own estuary. Between the settlements of Hisn 
Mahdi of the Karin and Bayan on the Tigris was a salt marsh; 
ships leaving from Ahwaz and Hisn Mahdi entered the sea and 
from there the Tigris estuary. Only under 'Adud al-Dawla, that 
is, in the second half of the tenth century, was a navigable canal 
dug from the Karin to the Tigris.® It was most probably this canal, 
four farsakhs long, that later became the main course of the river; 
this origin is commonly accepted but, according to Curzon, “nobody 
knows when this canal was dug.”® It seems that another, longer 
canal had been dug before 'Adud al-Dawla, in the first half of the 
tenth century, for it is mentioned by Qudàma, who wrote shortly 
after 928 and died in 337/948-9, thus before'Adud al-Dawla as- 
cended the throne (338). Qudàma calls this canal "new" (al-nahr al- 
jadid), and says that the distance from Hisn Mahdi to Bayan was 
eight farsakhs on the canal but six farsakhs by land.5* Curzon con- 
siders Bahmashir "the first and natural estuary of the Karun," but 
in the tenth century, the estuary may have been somewhat further 
to the east, because Maqdisi, as we have seen, defines the length 
of the canal as four farsakhs, whereas the canal that connects Bah- 
mashir with the Shatt al-Arab today is only three English miles 
long. In the tenth century, the estuary of the Karan was most 
probably the channel that is recorded on Curzon's map as Karin 
el Amieh.© To Hisn Mahdi led a special road from the town of 
Arrajàn, which is on the border with Fars; half-way between Ar- 
rajàn and Hisn Mahdi there is mentioned the town of Dawraq, a 
substantial trade center lying on the pilgrim route from Fàrs and 
Kirmän to the holy places Si 


si Andreas, “Aginis.” 

5? Maqdisi, p. 419. 

63 Persia, II, 336. 

64 Tr., p. 152, Bayan ca. five farsakhs from Ubulla, the latter four farsakhs from 
Basra (Qudama, text, p. 194, tr., p. 152). 

$5 The Shatt al-'Arab is mentioned already by Nasir-i Khusraw. 

66 Near the estuary of the Karin is Sulaymänän, so called after the governor 
Sulayman b. Jabir; cf. Le Strange, The Lands, pp. 44, 49. [Karan el Amieh = the 
Shatt al-A'mä, "the Blind Estuary"]. 

# [stakhri, p. 95; Magdisi, p. 412. Dawraq is mentioned also by Iskandar Munshi. 
(For the estuary of the Kärün as well as the villages and canals on the lower reaches 
of the Tigris and Euphrates, see also Le Strange, The Lands.)) [Abü Dulaf, Travels 
in Iran, tr. Minorsky, p. 62, #67, comm. pp. 111-12. Hansman has suggested that 
this Dawraq may have been the site of the Seleucia on the Hedyphon River in the 
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From among other manufacturing towns of Khüzistàn, worthy 
of note was Qurqüb on the road from Arrajàn to Wäsit, one march 
west of Susa; a silk fabric called qurqübi was woven there; these 
fabrics were [also] designated in Arabic by the term süsanjird, which 
derives from the Persian word suzan “needle.” In the same area, 
also close to Susa, was the settlement of Basinnä. Veils (sutür) made 
there were exported all over the Islamic world, and even veils 
produced in other places were presented under the name of Ba- 
sinnä ones.® The fact that this industry was developed primarily 
in the western part of the region suggests that it was introduced 
from Egypt and western Asia. 

Maritime trade was always in the hands of the Semites; today it 
is mostly in Arab hands. The Iranian rulers of Khüzistän have 
sometimes tried to benefit from this trade, as in the case of the 
Sasanids or of the present-day dynasty [the Qäjärs], since the time 
of the late Nasir al-Din Shah; at other times, they have remained 
totally indifferent toward it. The historian Gutschmidt points out 
that the Parthians, who gained control over Iran in the second 
century B.C., did not show the slightest desire to reach the sea. 
Their direct possessions would have touched the sea only at the 
limited coastal strip around the estuaries of the Euphrates, but they 
allowed here the formation of the small but rich vassal state of 
Meonvy, Maysan in Arabic, Meshan in Persian, with X&gaß& as its 
capital;?? the state was sometimes also called Characene after this 
city. The merchant kings of this small vassal state took a far greater 
share of world trade than the “Great Kings" of the Parthians."! 

The development of trade and industry in Khüzistàn stimulated, 





region of Elymais, captured by the Parthians in 139 s.c.; see "Seleucia and the 
Three Dauraks," Iran, JBIPS, XVI (1978), 154-61.] 

68 Istakhri, p. 93. 

© Geschichte Trans, p. 56. 

70 Brockelmann, GAL, I, 276: Mašan. A minor settlement (bulayda) not far from 
Basra, noted for its palm groves; birthplace of al-Hariri (according to Yägüt, Mu jam, 
IV, 536). Kaskar and Maysän in Le Strange, The Lands, p. 43; tomb of the prophet 
“Uzayr (Ezra), according to Mustawfi, in a place inhabited only by Jews who looked 
after the sanctuary. Yägüt, Mujam, IV, 714 mentions 'Uzayr's tomb as being be- 
tween Basra and Wäsit. [Streck, EI, art. “Maisan”; M. G. Morony, "Continuity and 
Change in the Administrative Geography of Late Sasanian and Early Islamic al- 
“Iraq,” Iran, JBIPS, XX (1982), 34 ff.] 

71 (For Mesene in Parthian and Säsänid times see now Debevoise, A Political History 
of Parthia; U. Kahrstedt, Artabanos III und seine Erben (Bern, 1950); Honigmann and 
Maricq, Recherches.)) 
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as usual, the growth of intellectual life. The sect of the Mu'tazilis, 
the most philosophical school of Islam, especially flourished in Khü- 
zistan. One of the centers of Mu'tazili learning was, according to 
Maqdisi,” the great library in Ram Hurmuz, which was second only 
to that of Basra in the wealth of its collection.” 


72 Magdisi, p. 413. 

73 For Ram Hurmuz, see Goldziher, “Aus der Theologie des Fachr al-din al-Räzi,” 
Ist,, ILI (1912), 214, with a reference to the fact that according to Maqdisi, lectures 
were another feature of the library; “Askar Mukram was also a center of the Mu'tazilis 
in the twelfth century (ibid., p. 219). Cf. Sykes, Ten Thousand Miles, p. 248, regarding 
Ahwaz: “Free from the curse of a fanatical population." (For the history and mon- 
uments of Khüzistän, see also Streck, EI, art. "Karan"; Schwarz, EI, art. "Kerkha"; 
Sayyid Ahmad Kasrawi, Ta'rikh-i pänsad sála-yi Khiizistan (Tehran, 1312/1934); Da- 
nishjü, Khüzistán wa Khüzistäntyan (Tehran, 1326/1947); Muhammad ‘Ali Imam 
Shushtari, Tarikh wa jughrafiyä-yı Khüzistän (Tehran, 1331/1952).)) (Matheson, Per- 
sia, an Archaeological Guide, pp. 138 ff.] 
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